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INTRODUCTION
 
Children with medical conditions are entitled to a full education and have the same rights of admission to School as other children.  Children with a medical condition will not be denied admission or be prevented from taking up a place in School because arrangements for their medical condition have not been made.

Most children will have at some time a medical condition that may affect their participation in School activities.  For many this will be short-term; perhaps finishing a course of medication.
 
Other children have medical conditions that, if not properly managed, could limit their access to education.  Such children are regarded as having medical needs.  Most children with medical needs are able to attend School regularly and with some support from School, can take part in most normal School activities.  However, staff may need to take extra care in supervising some activities to make sure that these children, and others, are not put at risk.
 
There will be some children whose access to the curriculum is impaired not so much by the need to take medication but that their condition brings with it a level of dependency on adult support to meet their personal needs.  This Policy seeks to include these children and their needs.

RETURNABLE MEDICAL FORMS 

All parents/carers are given a book of returnable forms when their child starts School with us.  In this book is a Long-Term Healthcare Plan form (Appendix 1) should their child have a health care needs such as Asthma, Eczema etc and a Food Allergy Form (Appendix 2) to let us know of any allergies to certain allergens.

Once these are returned they are then processed by the School Office, added to the relevant medical lists and relevant staff informed.

The medical lists we hold are:

Food Warnings
Children with Medical Needs
Asthma Register

These lists will have a photo of the child along with their medical needs, food that they are allergic to and if asthmatic a note of the expiry date of their inhaler.

A master list is kept in the School Office and each class teacher will have a copy along with Kitchen and Lunchtime Staff.  Copies are also given to any Sports Coaches that come into School.

Parents/Carers have prime responsibility for their child’s health and should provide School with the information about their child’s medical condition.  We encourage parents/carers to provide School with sufficient information about their child’s medical condition and any treatment or special care needed at School and keep us informed of any new or changing needs.  If there are any special religious and/or cultural beliefs which may affect medical care that the child needs, particularly in the event of an emergency, we rely on parents/carers to inform us and confirm this in writing.  

Children at St. Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School with medical conditions will be properly supported so that they can play an active part in School, remaining healthy and able to achieve their academic potential, with full access to education, including School trips and physical education.
 
Section 100 of the Children and Families Act 2014 places a duty on Governing Bodies to make arrangements for supporting children at their School with medical conditions.
 
DEFINITION OF THE TERM “MEDICAL CONDITION”
 
A medical condition that is long term with acute episodes, requires ongoing support, and involves the need for medication and/or care whilst at School.  The condition will need monitoring and could require immediate intervention in emergency circumstances. Some children with medical conditions may be disabled.  Where this is the case the Governing Body must comply with their duties under the Equality Act 2010.  Some may also have Special Educational Needs (SEN) and may have a statement, or Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) which brings together health and social care needs, as well as their special educational provision.  For children with SEND, this guidance should be read in conjunction with the SEND code of practice and the Local Offer and the School’s SEND information which is available on the School website.
 
STATEMENT OF INTENT
 
All children attending the School with a medical condition (meeting the above definition) must have an Longterm Individual Healthcare Plan (Appendix 1)
 
RESPONSIBILITIES
 
It is important that responsibilities for children’s safety is clearly defined and that each person involved with children’s medical needs is aware of what is expected of them. Close co-operation between School, parents, health professionals and other agencies will help provide a suitably supportive environment for children with medical needs.
 
LOCAL AUTHORITY
 
The Local Authority is responsible under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, for making sure that a School has a Health and Safety Policy. This should include procedures for supporting children with medical needs, and managing medication. In the event of legal action over an allegation of negligence, the employer rather than the employee is likely to be held responsible.  It is the employer’s responsibility to ensure that correct procedures are followed.
 
Where children would not receive a suitable education in a mainstream School because of their health needs, the Local Authority has a duty to make other arrangements. Please refer to the Local Offer for more details.  Statutory guidance for local authorities sets out that they should be ready to make arrangements under this duty when it is clear that a child will be away from School for 15 days or more because of health needs.
 





GOVERNORS
 
The Governing Board must ensure that arrangements are in place in School to support children with medical conditions.  In doing so, they should ensure that such children can access and enjoy the same opportunities at School as any other child.  The School, Local Authority, health professionals and other support services should work together to ensure that children with medical conditions receive a full education.
 
The Governing Board should ensure that the School’s leaders liaise with Health and Social Care professionals, children and parents to ensure that the needs of children with medical conditions are effectively supported.  The needs of each individual child must be considered and how their medical condition impacts on their School life.
 
The Governing Board should ensure that the arrangements they put in place are sufficient to meet their statutory responsibilities and should ensure that policies, plans, procedures and systems are properly and effectively implemented.  This aligns with their wider safeguarding duties.  Policies should be reviewed regularly and be readily accessible to parents and School staff.
 
The Governing Board will ensure that:
 
· The Principal implements this Policy effectively.

· The Individual Healthcare Plans are devised, implemented and monitored by the Principal/Deputy Principal/SENCO/, working in partnership with the parents, child and relevant healthcare professionals.

· Written records are kept of all medicines administered to children (Appendix 2).

· All Individual Healthcare Plans actively support children with medical conditions to participate in School trips and visits, or in sporting activities, and not prevent them from doing so.

· That staff are properly trained to provide the support that children need.

· That the School’s Policy sets out what should happen in an emergency situation.

· That the appropriate level of insurance is in place and appropriately reflects the level of risk, with risk assessment being carried, when appropriate.

· That the School provides parents with information about the Local Offer and the School Offer including information displayed on the School website.

· That parents provide the School with sufficient and up-to-date information about their child’s medical needs. This will be prompted with an annual data check.
 
PRINCIPAL

The Principal will:
	
· Make sure all staff are aware of this Policy and understand their role in its implementation

· Ensure that there is a sufficient number of trained staff available to implement this Policy and deliver against all Individual Healthcare Plans, including in contingency and emergency situations 

· Take overall responsibility for the development of Individual Health Care Plan’s 

· Make sure that School staff are appropriately insured and aware that they are insured to support children in this way 

· Contact the School Nursing Service in the case of any pupil who has a medical condition that may require support at School, but who has not yet been brought to the attention of the School Nurse 

· Ensure that systems are in place for obtaining information about a child’s medical needs and that this information is kept up to date
 
STAFF

Supporting children with medical conditions during School hours is not the sole responsibility of one person. Any member of staff may be asked to provide support to children with medical conditions, although they will not be required to do so. This includes the administration of medicines. 

Those staff who take on the responsibility to support children with medical conditions will receive sufficient and suitable training, and will achieve the necessary level of competency before doing so. 

Teachers will take into account the needs of children with medical conditions that they teach. All staff will know what to do and respond accordingly when they become aware that a pupil with a medical condition needs help. 

PARENTS/CARERS

Parents/carers will:

· Provide the School with sufficient and up-to-date information about their child’s medical needs
· Be involved in the development and review of their child’s Individual Healthcare Plan and may be involved in its drafting 

· Carry out any action they have agreed to as part of the implementation of the Individual Healthcare Plan e.g. provide medicines and equipment 

CHILDREN

Children with medical conditions will often be best placed to provide information about how their condition affects them. Children should be fully involved in discussions about their medical support needs and contribute as much as possible to the development of their IHPs. They are also expected to comply with their IHPs.  



SCHOOL NURSES AND OTHER HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS 

Our School Nursing Service will 

· notify the School when a pupil has been identified as having a medical condition that will require support in School. This will be before the pupil starts School, wherever possible.  

· Healthcare professionals, such as GPs and Paediatricians, will liaise with the Schools nurses and notify them of any children identified as having a medical condition. 
[bookmark: _Toc494124439]
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

Our School is clear about the need to actively support children with medical conditions to participate in School trips and visits, or in sporting activities, and not prevent them from doing so. 

The School will consider what reasonable adjustments need to be made to enable these children to participate fully and safely on School trips, visits and sporting activities. 

Risk assessments will be carried out so that planning arrangements take account of any steps needed to ensure that children with medical conditions are included. In doing so, children, their parents and any relevant healthcare professionals will be consulted.
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ST BERNADETTE’S 
CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

LONG-TERM HEALTHCARE PLAN


The school will not give your child medicine unless you complete and sign this form, and the Principal has agreed that staff can administer the medication.

DETAILS OF PUPIL

Surname:  	________________________________________________________
Forename:   ________________________________________________________
Class:          ________________________________________________________
Date of Birth:    ____________________________________________________

DESCRIPTION OF ILLNESS AND INDIVIDUAL SYMPTOMS

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

DAILY CARE REQUIRMENTS

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

MEDICATION

Name of Medication:  ________________________________________________
Prescribed by Doctor:	Yes □ No □
How long will your child take this medication in school: ______________________
Expiry date: _______________________________________________________

FULL DIRECTIONS FOR USE

Dosage & Method:  __________________________________________________
Time/s of Dosage:  __________________________________________________
Special Precautions:  _________________________________________________
Side effects:  ______________________________________________________
Self administration:  _________________________________________________

ACTION TO TAKE IN AN EMERGENCY

Procedures to take in an emergency:  ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

CONTACT DETAILS

Name:  __________________________   Relationship to child:  ______________
Contact No:  ______________________________________________________
Signed:  _________________________   Relationship to child:  ______________
Date:  ________________________________________________________________

MEDICATION SIGNING IN AND OUT

	DATE
	NAME OF MEDICATION RECEIVED
	SIGNED (STAFF MEMBER)
	DATE RETURNED TO PARENT
	SIGNED (BY PARENT)
	NOT COLLECTED, DATE TAKEN TO CHEMIST FOR DISPOSAL
	SIGNED (BY STAFF MEMBER)

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	


MEDICATION ADMINISTERED IN SCHOOL

	DATE
	TIME
	MEDICATION
	DOSE GIVEN
	PROBLEMS/REACTIONS
	SIGNED
(STAFF MEMBERS X 2)
	PRINT
NAMES

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


APPENDIX 2





Dear Parents/Carers, 

CHILDREN’S FOOD ALLERGIES

We update our children’s food allergy records annually.

Could you please tick next to any of the 14 major allergens that your child is allergic to.  Overleaf is a more in-depth chart of the allergens for your information.  Please return this form even if your child is not allergic to anything by ticking the “no allergies” box.

We only need to know the allergens which would make your child ill if they were to eat/come into contact with not what your child doesn’t like to eat.    

Name of Child: …………………………………………………………………………		Class: …………………………………..

1.	Celery						Any other food					
2.	Cereals containing gluten			…………………………………………………………		
3.	Crustaceans					…………………………………………………………
4.	Eggs						…………………………………………………………
5.	Fish						…………………………………………………………
6.	Lupin					
7.	Milk						No allergies					
8.	Molluscs				
9.	Mustard				
10.	Nuts						Parent/Carer Signature
11.	Peanuts					
12.	Sesame Seeds					Signed: ………………………………………………………..
13.	Soya					
14.	Sulphur Dioxide					Date:	………………………………………………………………………………..

Yours sincerely

A Turner

A Turner
Principal
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