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Narrow Lane, Brownhills, Walsall, WS8 6HX
		                                                                                 Telephone/Fax: 01543 452921    
E-Mail: postbox@stbernadette.walsall.sch.uk  
                                                                                    Website: www.stbernadette.walsall.sch.uk

Principal: Mr A Turner
14th May 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
RE: Curriculum Visits and PTFA
As we begin preparing next year’s curriculum for the children of St Bernadette’s, we are looking carefully at ways to further enhance the learning experiences we provide for our children.
One area we are particularly keen to develop is the number and variety of external educational visits available throughout the year. Educational visits provide invaluable opportunities for children to deepen their understanding, experience learning beyond the classroom and create lasting memories linked directly to their curriculum learning.
However, we are very aware that these opportunities come at a financial cost. Currently, the average cost of hiring a coach for a visit is between £600 and £800. This adds approximately £24–£32 per child, per visit.
We do have an option to significantly reduce these costs by accessing and using a minibus within the St Gabriel the Archangel CMAT and hiring an additional minibus where required. This could reduce transport costs to approximately £300 per visit, around £12 per child.
We would love to be able to reduce these costs even further for families. One possible way of achieving this would be through the support of an active Parent Teacher Friends Association (PTFA).
A PTFA is a group made up of parents, teachers, school staff, and friends of the school who work together to support the school and its children. A PTFA can play a hugely important role in school life by organising fundraising and community events that directly benefit the children. Funds raised could help offset the costs of educational visits and ensure that all children have access to enriching experiences throughout the year.
Possible PTFA fundraising events could include:
School Discos, Non-uniform days, Christmas and Summer Fayres, Bingo or Quiz Nights, Sales and Coffee Mornings.
We would love to hear from any parents or carers who may be interested in helping to form or join a new PTFA at St Bernadette’s. If you are interested, please complete the reply slip below and return it to school.
Yours sincerely,
Mr A Turner

Principal
PTFA EXPRESSION OF INTEREST SLIP
	Child’s Name

	
	Class
	

	Parent’s Name
	
	Contact Number/ Email
	

	I would be interest in helping to form/ join a PTFA

	I would like more information before committing

	Preferred time for an initial meeting:

	Morning

	Afternoon
	Evening

	Additional comments or ideas:
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