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Mission Statement 
At St Bernadette’s, we follow Jesus by sharing His light through our words and actions, spreading His word in how we live and learn, trusting His plan even when the path is uncertain, loving one another with compassion and respect, and serving others with humility, just as Christ did. Through these daily acts of faith and kindness, we grow together as a community of disciples. 
 
Introduction 
Children’s photographs add colour, life and interest to articles promoting School activities and initiatives. Making use of photographs for publicity materials and to promote the School on our Website for example, can increase pupil motivation and staff morale, and help parents/carers and the local community identify and celebrate the School’s achievements. However, photographs must be used in a responsible way.  
Schools need to respect children’s and parents/carers rights of privacy and be aware of potential child protection issues. At St. Bernadette’s School every reasonable effort will be made to minimise risk by following the guidelines detailed in this document and by securing parental consent for the use of photographs. This Policy applies to the use of photographs and videos in School publicity materials, on its website and in the press.  
Aims 
The aim of this Policy is to establish the right balance between the proper use of technology and the safety of our children at all times. 
Parental Permission 
All parents/carers with be asked to sign into Arbor and complete the Parental Permission Section when their child starts School with us.  These permissions will remain valid for the whole of the child’s time at St. Bernadette’s unless we are told otherwise. 
The Class Teacher will then be able to look at Arbor and see which children aren’t allowed to have their photographs taken and used in certain publications, eg, Website, Newsletter, around School, Learning Platforms etc.  
Use of Mobile Phones 
Our School is a Mobile Free Area.   
Children are not allowed to bring mobile phones into school unless authorised by the  Principal. 
 
Adults may bring in mobile phones but they must be switched off and put in a locker. 
Use of Cameras and Digital Images During School Activities  
There are many ways in which the use of digital images is valuable for children’s learning, e.g. they may be used in Art work, Geography or Science fieldwork.  
 
Images will be made only as appropriate for School-related activities.  
 
Children will be taught how to take pictures, but will be discouraged from taking  pictures of each other.  
 
Children will be supervised by an adult when they have access to a camera used during School activities.  
 
As soon as images have been used for their intended purpose (e.g. illustrating a good football pass) they will be deleted.  
 
The School will not store digital images any longer than for their immediate use. 
 
Media Publications 
If local or national media wish to follow up a news story where children’s images might be made public, and parents/carers have already given their consent, the School will inform parents/carers of the event in advance and allow them to withdraw their child from the event if they so wish.    
If local or national media wish to publish names alongside photographs of children, parents and carers will be informed.  If they do not wish this to happen, then the School will not allow the individual to be photographed or filmed by the media concerned. 
 This Policy will be renewed every 3 years. 
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